CHAPTER  LIV

REGENERATION OF INDIAN WOMEN

Woman has been suppressed under custom and law
for which man was responsible and in the shaping of
which she had no hand. In a plan of life based on non-
violence, woman has as much right to shape her own
destiny as man has to shape his. But as every right in
a non-violent society proceeds from the previous per-
formance of a duty, it follows that rules of social conduct
must be framed by mutual co-operation and consulta-
tion. They can never be imposed from outside. Men
have not realized this truth in its fulness in their behaviour
towards women. They have considered themselves to
be lords and masters of women instead of considering,
them as their friends and co-workers. Women are in
the position somewhat of the slave of old who did not
know that he could or ever had to be free. And when
freedom came, for the moment he felt helpless. Women
have been taught to regard themselves as slaves of men.
It is up to Congressmen to see that they enable them to
realize their full status and play their part as equals of
men.

This revolution is easy, if the mind is made up. Let
Congressmen begin with their own homes. Wives should
not be dolls and objects of indulgence, but should be
treated as honoured comrades in common service. To
this end those who have not received a liberal education
should receive such instruction as is possible from their
husbands. The same observation applies, with the neces-
sary changes,  to  mothers  and daughters.
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